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Narrative of the tumult at Edinburgh^ on Tuefday the jth day of September 1736^
Sent by Andrew Fletcher* to the duke of Newcaftle,

Papers/        Friday, the 3d day of September, the lords of jufticiary ferved an order upon
-* Lord .chief the magiftrates, intimating a repreive for John Porteous, for fix weeks.    Oa
ju ice c ei .    Saturday, the 4th, there was a furmize that a mob intended to fet fire to the
prifon-on Wednefday night, the 8th of September, if Porteous was not exe-
cuted that day purfuant to his fentence.    This was carefully inquired into by the
magiftrates, but they could not difcover any foundation for the .report.    On
Tuefday the 7th, about a quarter before ten at night, the magiftrates had no-
tice that a few boys had feized the drum of the fuburb of Weftport, and beat
it in the Grafs-market, within th$ city*   About fix minutes before ten they fent
to the captain of the guard, to have his guard immediately under arms; but a
% few minutes before the clock ftruck ten, a mob fuddenly rufhed in upon and
furprized the guard, and at once drove them from the guard-room and feized
all their arms, being ninety firelocks in number, befides feveral Lochaber axes,,
and diftributed thfem among themfelves, and almoft at the fame time made
themfelves mafters of all the gates of the city.

The lord provoft and magiftrates hereupon immediately difpatched Patrick
Lindifay, efq. late provoft of Edinburgh, to general Moyle. This gentleman,
who was well known to, the general, finding the Nether Bow Port fhut, and ia
poffeffion of the mob, made fhift to get out at the Potter Row Port, and went
through the park, and got to the general's houfe at Abbay-hill a quarter before
eleven. The general, having notice before of the mob at the Nether Bow, had
ordered all the men in the Canongate and Weftport to be under arms; and
upon provoft Lindifay*s application, likewife ordered up the three companies
from Leith, to join thofe in the Canongate; but in regard that all the gates
were locked up and barricaded by the mob, refufed to allow any man to march,
without a warrant from the lord juftice clerk, or a lord jufticiary, who happened
then to be all out of town.

Iminediately after the mob had feized the guard, they attacked the goal;
aixd the magiftrates, with feveral of the members of council and deacons of
crafts, attempted to dilperfe them; but the mob threw ftones fb violently at
them, and threatened to fire, they haying furaifhed themfelves with fhot by
breaking open the fhop of one Alexander punning, wherewith they had loaded
the pieces they had feized in the guard; and having wounded feveral of thofe

'     '             ' anew, and nothing lefs than fuch vigor*
